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Gaza Fact Sheet 

Humanitarian Aid

· 80% of Gaza's residents receive some form of assistance from the United Nations with the number set to rise if the current crisis persists. 

· The number of Gazans reliant on UN food handouts is 1.2m, representing 85% of the population 
· Blankets, mattresses and gas cylinders are not available on the local market. 
Health 

· Studies have shown that up to 40% of children in Gaza suffer from insomnia and 34% from anxiety. 26% of parents have reported severe to very severe anxiety.

· More than 70% of nine month old children in Gaza are anemic. Anemia is up to 77.4% in Rafah, Gaza.

· 25 infants per every 1,000 die before they reach the age of one year. 

· The number of children suffering from diarrhea has increased since 2006. (1,596 cases in August 2007 as opposed to 860 in April 2006). This has been attributed in part to poor quality water, as electricity cuts due to the bombing of Gaza's main power station have been affecting the work of water treatment plants.

· 91 drugs items out of 416 essential drugs and 188 medical supplies out of 596 essential medical supplies are at zero stock. 

· First line pediatric antibiotics are no longer available in the MOH Hospitals in Gaza, because its only producer in Gaza has run out of the needed chemicals.

· 7 out of 17 incubators in Gaza’s pediatric hospitals are not functioning properly.

· During the last two weeks of November two of Naser Hospital’s child patients died for lack of proper treatment equipment. 33 Palestinian patients, including a mother of 7 children, died in October, November and December 2007 after the issuing of their permits was denied, or they were delayed at Erez crossing. One 13-month old baby died on 10 December 2007 after the issuing of the permit was denied (CHECK).

· 15% of Gaza’s population (225,000 people) is not receiving an adequate amount of drinking water due to a lack of diesel.

Education

· Due to the general shortage of construction materials in the Gaza Strip, further work on two PNA schools in Rafah was halted. Rafah Educational Directorate decided to establish an afternoon shift in neighboring schools, forcing students to commute. The same shortage is affecting the renovation of two other schools in Rafah. 
· On 29 October and 1 November 2007, Israeli military air strikes damaged two schools in Beit Hanoun. 

Food Insecurity

· There has been a 44% drop in the average number of food and animal feed trucks entering Gaza. Only 41% of basic commercial food import needs were met during October and November 2007. 

· There are current shortages of wheat grain, vegetable oil, dairy products and Nido Baby Milk. 

(Sources: United Nations, Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, World Bank, Defense for Children International; Palestine Red Crescent Society; Palestinian Center for Human Rights as of 11 December 2007)
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