Save the Children's Givil Society
Strengthening Programme in Ukraine

Background

The full-scale war in Ukraine has now entered its fifth year and has permanently changed the lives of 7.5 million
children. Children’s rights to safety, education and wellbeing are violated every day. Children are forced from their
homes and schools, separated from their families, and live in constant fear of air raid alerts, drones and explosions.
Thousands of schools have been damaged or destroyed, disrupting learning and depriving children of safe spaces
where they can learn, play and connect with friends. At the same time, the psychological burden on children is
immense, with many at risk of long-term impacts on their mental health. As societal structures come under
increasing strain, children risk being left without protection, support and everyday safety. In this context, a strong
and locally rooted civil society is critical to ensuring that children’s rights are fulfilled — even in times of war.

Save the Children’s work

Through our programme in Ukraine, Save the Children strengthens Ukrainian civil society organisations so they can
hold the Ukrainian government accountable for fulfilling children’s rights. The programme brings together eight civil
society organisations working on children’s rights from different perspectives, including child participation,
protection, gender equality and social inclusion, as well as climate change and the environment. This reflects the
wide range of risks and barriers faced by children in Ukraine.
Together, we work to:
e Monitor and report on international commitments and influence policies, legislation and services at local
and national level to realise children’s rights.
e Build long-termresilience by investing in local leadership, partnerships and the role of civil society in
recovery and future reconstruction.

The programme began in late 2025 and runs through 2028.

What we are aiming to achieve for children

e  Children in Ukraine have their rights fulfilled and can hold duty bearers accountable, despite the impacts
of the war.

e A stronger Ukrainian civil society that can continue to protect children’s rights even as international
presence decreases.

e Increased participation of children, girls and young people in decisions that affect their lives and their future.

Financing

The programme is implemented with support from Sida under the Swedish government’s strategy for development
cooperation with civil society. Sida is providing the main part of the funding for this programme - but co-financing is
acrucial leverage to sustain and deepen our work for children’s rights in Ukraine during a time of profound
challenges. By strengthening civil society, as well as children’s capacity and opportunities to monitor and influence
commitments to children’s rights, this financing will contribute to long-term change and to sustainable, locally led
development efforts for children and their families.

Contact
Want to know more or be the catalyst that makes our work in Ukraine possible? Email: foretag@rb.se
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Radda Barnens civilsamhallesstarkande
program i Ukraina

Bakgrund

Det fullskaliga kriget i Ukraina ar nu inne pa sitt femte ar, och har for alltid férandrat livet fér 7,5 miljoner barn.
Barns ratt till trygghet, utbildning och vélbefinnande kranks varje dag. Barn tvingas bort fran sina hem och skolor,
separeras fran sina familjer, och lever i stindig radsla for flyglarm, drénare och explosioner. Tusentals skolor har
skadats eller forstorts, vilket stér undervisningen och berdévar barn tillgdngen till trygga platser dér de kan lara, leka
och knyta kontakt med vanner. Samtidigt dr den psykologiska belastningen pa barn stor, och manga barn riskerar
langsiktiga skador pa sin psykiska hilsa. Nar samhallsstrukturer pressas riskerar barn att sta utan skydd, stéd och
trygghet i vardagen. | detta lage ar ett starkt och lokalt férankrat civilsamhalle avgérande for att barns rattigheter
ska kunna forsvaras - dven under krig.

Det har gér Radda Barnen
Inom ramen fér vart program i Ukraina starker Rddda Barnen ukrainska civilsamhallesorganisationer sa att
de kan halla den ukrainska regeringen ansvarig for att tillgodose barns rattigheter. Programmet samlar atta
civilsamhallesorganisationer som arbetar med barns rattigheter ur olika perspektiv, inklusive delaktighet, skydd,
jamstalldhet och social inkludering samt klimatférandringar och miljo, vilket speglar de olika risker och hinder
som barn i Ukraina méter. Tillsammans arbetar vi for att:
e  Foljaupp och rapportera om internationella dtaganden samt paverka politik, lagstiftning och tjdnster pa
lokal och nationell niva for att forverkliga barns rattigheter.
e  Byggalangsiktig motstandskraft genom att investera i lokalt ledarskap, partnerskap och civilsamhallets
roll i aterhdmtning och framtida samhallsuppbyggnad.

Programmet paborjades i slutet av 2025 och pagar till och med 2028.

Det har vill vi astadkomma

e BarniUkraina far sina rattigheter tillgodosedda och kan utkrava ansvar fran skyldighetsbarare,
trots krigets konsekvenser.

e  Ettstarkare ukrainskt civilsamhalle som kan skydda barns rattigheter dven nér internationell
narvaro minskar.

o Okad delaktighet for barn, flickor och unga i beslut som ror deras liv och framtid.

Finansiering

Programmet genomfors med stdd fran Sida inom ramen fér regeringens strategi for Sveriges utvecklingssamarbete
med det civila samhéllet. Sida star fér huvuddelen av finansieringen - men medfinansiering skapar en
havstangseffekt som avgérande for att uppratthalla och férdjupa vart arbete fér barns rattigheter i Ukrainaien
utmanande tid. Genom att starka civilsamhallet samt barns kapacitet och méjligheter att félja upp och paverka
ataganden for barns rattigheter, kommer denna finansiering att bidra till langsiktig férandring och till ett hallbart
och lokalt lett utvecklingsarbete fér barn och deras familjer.

Kontakt

Bli katalysatorn som gor projektet mojligt, mejla: foretag@rb.se



